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Project Aims
The project TANNRE asks how inter-institutional 
arrangements manage norm conflicts and, thus, 
impact the development and content-related 
design of the norm of sustainability.

In 2015, the UN adopted 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as part of the new 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
issue of food connects all of the SDGs. Goal 2 
aims for the end of hunger, the achievement of 
food security and sustainable agriculture. 
However, goal attainment is hampered by 
fundamental norm conflicts, e.g. between 
sustainability and food security. The research 
project proposes a theoretical concept to analyze 
norm contestation and management in the global 
regime complex for food. It connects critical 
International Relations norm theory with regime 
complex studies to systematically assess norm 
conflicts within regime complexes. 

Methods
The project TANNRE applies a qualitative case 
study design, which is based on the analysis of 
central documents of the global food regime 
complex and a series of expert interviews.

The Global Food Regime Complex

References
Grunwald, Armin; Kopfmüller, Jürgen (2012): Nachhaltigkeit. Eine

Einführung. Frankfurt am Main. 
Margulis, Matias E. (2013): The Regime Complex for Food Security:

Implications for the Global Hunger Challenge. In Global 
Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International 
Organizations 19 (1), pp. 53–67.

Schwindenhammer, Sandra; Breitmeier, Helmut; Kirf, Barbara (2017):
Die Norm der Nachhaltigkeit im globalen Regimekomplex für 
Ernährung – anerkannt und doch umstritten. In Zeitschrift für
Außen- und Sicherheitspolitik 10 (3), pp. 335-371. 

Wiener, Antje (2008): The Invisible Constitution of Politics. Contested
Norms and International Encounters. Cambridge.

Principal Investigators: Prof. Dr. Helmut Breitmeier, Dr. Sandra Schwindenhammer
Research Assistants: Andrés Checa, Jacob Manderbach, Magdalena Tanzer

Student Assistants: Swetlana Kunkel, Helena Renz 
Institute for Political Science | Chair of International Relations | Karl-Glöckner-Str. 21E | 35394 Giessen | uni-giessen.de/tannre


