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C–O bond formation

Entry MOAc Yield mono 18a (%) Yield di 18aa (%)

6 Ba(OAc)2 24 n.d.

7 Sc(OAc)2 34 n.d.

8 Mn(OAc)2 45 n.d.

9 Fe(OAc)2 23 n.d.

14 AgOAc 32 n.d.

15 NH4OAc 36 n.d.
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Unreactive Substrates:
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Proposed mechanism

- Cations like K+ can stabilize those intermediates

- Transition state of the C–H activation step:
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Competitive experiment:
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