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About me
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Philipps-University, Marburg and Justus Liebig University, Giessen: Student and postgraduate 

Studies of Biology: Virology, Genetics, Parasitology, Animal Physiology

Diploma thesis and PhD: On the uptake mechanism of Hepatitis B virus

ipal GmbH, Berlin: IP Manager

Evaluation of inventions/ management and coordination of patent application processes of university 

inventions, consultation of independent inventors and SME´s 

Gulde & Partner, Berlin: Patent Attorney Candidate

National and international patent application and examination processes 

Studies of Law (University of Hagen)

Bayer Intellectual Property GmbH, Monheim am Rhein: Patent Counsel

Consultation of the Bayer business on IP-related issues



What is

Intellectual

Property?
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What is Intellectual 

Property?
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Intellectual property (IP) refers 

to creations of the mind, such 

as inventions; literary and 

artistic works; designs; and 

symbols, names and images 

used in commerce.

Source: www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/



Protection 

of IP
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IP is protected in law by, e.g. 

patents, trademarks, designs, 

copyright, which enable 

people to earn recognition or 

financial benefit for what they 

invent or create.

Source: www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/



What is a 

patent?
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A patent is an exclusive right 

granted for an invention, 

which is a product or a 

process that provides, in 

general, a new way of doing 

something, or offers a new 

technical solution to a 

problem. 

Source: www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/



How to get a 

patent?
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To get a patent, technical 

information about the 

invention must be disclosed to 

the public in a patent 

application.

Source: www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/



Historical Patents – an example
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No more fowl play! Andrew Jackson Jr. patented 

the “Eye-protector for Chickens” in 1903. The 

invention was supposed to protect the eyes of 

chickens from other chickens “that might attempt to 

peck them”. Source: www.wipo.int/patents/en/historical_patents.html



Today´s Patents – an (JLU) example
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Today´s Patents – an (JLU) example
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Becoming a 

Patent Attorney
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Qualification, professional activity and examination

Becoming an European Patent Attorney
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Candidates must possess a scientific or technical qualification – e.g. in biology, biochemistry, chemistry, 

electronics, pharmacology or physics. 

At the date of the examination, candidates must have trained for three years under the supervision of 

a professional representative or as an employee dealing with patent matters in an industrial company 

established in one of the contracting states.

Candidates must pass the European Qualifying Examination (EQE) (= 4 written exams) which is 

designed to establish whether the candidate has the requisite aptitude and knowledge to represent 

applicants before the European Patent Office (EPO).

Source: http://www.epo.org/learning-events/eqe.html



Qualification, professional activity and examination

Becoming a German Patent Attorney
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Candidates must have completed a university degree in science or technology and have (work) 

experience in the field of technology.

Candidates must complete a three-year training at a patent attorney, at the DPMA and the Federal 

Patent Court (you may be admitted to the patent attorney examination without the three-year training 

if you have worked in an advisory role at a patent department or a patent law firm for at least ten 

years).

Candidates must study law at the University of Hagen (distance education university) and pass the 

respective examination (= 2 written and 1 oral exam). Alternatively you can study law at a regular 

university and pass the first state law examination or get a bachelor´s degree in law if applicable.

Candidates must pass the patent attorney examination (= 4 written and 1 oral exam).

Source: https://www.dpma.de/english/our_office/about_us/further_duties/patent_attorney_training/index.html



Working as a 

Patent Attorney
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Possible areas of work

Working as a Patent Attorney
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Consulting function: IP-rights, patent strategy, law of employee inventions, etc. 

Representing your client(s) before the Patent Offices: patent application and examination processes, 

opposition and appeal procedures

(Co-)Representing your client(s) before the Federal Patent Court, Civil Courts or the Federal 

Supreme Court: invalidity procedures, patent infringement proceedings

Preparation of contracts: inventor compensation arrangements, licensing and sales agreements, 

CDA´s, MTA´s, cooperation contracts, etc. 



Law firm vs. Industrial company

Working as a Patent Attorney
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Law firm

usually freelance professional 

entrepreneurial behavior vs. economic risk

work usually depends on size of law firm -> 

small law firm = all-rounder or large law-firm = 

specialist 

different clients -> wide range of topics

“lone fighter” 

career opportunities -> partnership 

Industrial company

usually employee

economic stability  

work usually depends on size of company -> 

small company = all-rounder or large company = 

specialist 

consultation of employer only -> limited topics

“teamplayer” 

career opportunities -> leadership positions 



Links
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Profession „Patent Attorney“:

https://www.epo.org/learning-events/eqe.html

https://www.dpma.de/dpma/wir_ueber_uns/weitere_aufgaben/patentanwaltsausbildung/index.html

https://www.patentanwalt.de/de/

http://www.fernuni-hagen.de/kurthaertel/patent/index.shtml

http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html

Bayer AG as employer:

https://www.bayer.de/

https://karriere.bayer.de/de/working-at-bayer/entrylevel/postdocs/

https://karriere.bayer.de/en/events/index.html

https://www.dpma.de/dpma/wir_ueber_uns/weitere_aufgaben/patentanwaltsausbildung/index.html
https://www.dpma.de/dpma/wir_ueber_uns/weitere_aufgaben/patentanwaltsausbildung/index.html
https://www.patentanwalt.de/de/
http://www.fernuni-hagen.de/kurthaertel/patent/index.shtml
http://www.wipo.int/portal/en/index.html
https://www.bayer.de/
https://karriere.bayer.de/de/working-at-bayer/entrylevel/postdocs/
https://karriere.bayer.de/en/events/index.html


Forward-Looking Statements
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This website/release/presentation may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions 

and forecasts made by Bayer management. 

Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences 

between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 

estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available 

on the Bayer website at http://www.bayer.com/. 

The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform 

them to future events or developments.
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Thank you!
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Questions?


