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Organizational details

Instructor: Adriana Gomez

Date: May 30, 2018 from 16 to 18 h c.t.

Location: Campus Wirtschaftswissenschaften, Licher Strasse 68, D-35390 Giessen, room H 20
Content

Palm oil is an important agricultural commodity to satisfy oil, fuel and energy demand: which simulta-
neously nowadays is used for cooking, cosmetics and in oleo chemicals. Oil palm production gives
higher yields per hectare among other vegetables oils and low production costs. Therefore, plantations
are rapidly expanding across tropical regions. The loss of biodiversity, changes in ecosystems and
thereby diminishing the ecosystem services provision are attributed to the development of oil palm
plantations. Although, plantation management and conservation practices can lead to the enhance-
ment of ecosystem services — since agricultural systems depend upon these services.

In Colombia, oil palm plantations will further expand in upcoming years. The future plantation devel-
opments are aiming to alleviate the poverty in rural areas and to satisfying oil demand. Consequently,
the design and development of such plantations should be directed to avoid environmental and social
impacts.

Discussion:

Nowadays, oil palm sector has the wrong perception due to past practices — conversion of forest
through burning and displacements. How will the oil palm plantations should be developed to mini-
mize environmental and social impacts? Is there any “social responsibility” for us, as consumers, to
demand better or improved agricultural practices? How to be sure that oil palm expansion is regu-
lated? Are we even aware that we are consuming palm oil is our everyday life, even though palm oil is
heavily criticized?

Target group
Students, Doctoral Candidates and Postdocs of all Faculties

Course language
English

Registration
No registration needed



