
   

   

 

International Summer School 2014  
“Societies in Transition. Former Soviet Union and East Central Europe between 

Conflict and Reconciliation” 
 

Organisers:  Jena Center for Reconciliation Studies (Friedrich-Schiller-University Jena), Herder Institute for 
Historical Research on East Central Europe - Institute of the Leibniz Association, 
Geschichtswerkstatt Jena e.V. , Collegium Europaeum Jenense (CEJ), (German) Federal 
Agency for Civic Education 

Venue:  Friedrich-Schiller University Jena 
Date:  22 – 28 August 2014 

Language:  English 

Target Group: PhD candidates/ scholars who hold a first degree 

Disciplines:  Theology, History, Social and Political Sciences, Cultural and Religious Studies 
 

Call for Papers 
The transformation processes that began in the 1980s in the Soviet Union and East Central Europe changed 
the political and social landscape, raising different questions about conflict and reconciliation. In the 
attempt to come to terms with past injustices debates and crises within the respective societies occurred, 
persisting until today and obstructing the growing together of a peaceful Europe. Those debates include 
issues such as how to deal with ethnical, religious and national rights, claims of sovereignty, minorities, 
political repression and collective or individual experiences of violence. The historical backgrounds of the 
different countries shape the way in which transformation has taken and takes place, what kind of conflicts 
may or may not appear and if and how reconciliation is possible.  
Taking place from 22 - 28 August in Jena, Germany, the Summer School will be held by the Jena Center for 
Reconciliation Studies (JCRS) in cooperation with the Herder Institute for Historical Research on East Central 
Europe - Institute of the Leibniz Association, the Geschichtswerkstatt Jena e.V.  and the Collegium 
Europaeum Jenense (CEJ). 
The Summer School will offer a platform for experts and young scholars to share their knowledge and 
experience. The key lectures, held by renowned experts on Peace, Conflict Transformation and 
Reconciliation Studies will address a selection of countries in East Central Europe (Soviet Union, Poland, 
Germany, Belarus, Baltic States) and their debates about the past and the possibilities for a peaceful future 
in post-socialist Europe. In the seminars, participants of the Summer School will give presentations and 
submit their papers for discussion, investigating multi-ethnic and multi-religious centres of conflict in East 
Central Europe. 
Two workshops will be offered during the Summer School, allowing the participants to gather insight into 
the practical application of reconciliation work and into critical approaches of dealing with the past. 
Thematically, the first workshop will focus on the work of the Action Reconciliation Service for Peace, a 
Polish-German intermediary organisation that facilitates reconciliation in Eastern Europe, in the aftermath 
of 1945. The second workshop will concentrate on the Comparative Study of Reconciliation Practices in 
international perspective. 
 

Some of the key questions that will be discussed during the event: 

 What do reconciliations processes in East Central Europe look like? In what way are they different 
from reconciliation processes in South America, Africa and Asia? 



   

   

 

 Are there universal mechanisms in conflict perception and reconciliation and how can they be 
integrated in transformation and reconciliation studies? 

 How does the exclusion of groups of victims, based on ethnicity or religion, manifest itself in 
different cultures? What are the mechanisms that let cultures reaffirm their reasons for not making 
up for past injustices (e.g. redemption, compensation, apologies, recognition, reconciliation 
processes)? 

 What role does identity construction have in overcoming perpetual violence? How can the 
involvement of third-party actors help create a base for reconciliation in the middle of strife? 

Participants will present their projects in panels. Interdisciplinary projects are preferred. The workshops will 
be held to give some practical applications of the practices on reconciliation, historical memory, conflict 
transformation and peace studies. In addition, participants will have the opportunity to participate in a 
cultural programme within the city of Jena and the surrounding region. 
We will offer free accommodation for all participants. In addition, participants from outside of Germany 
will receive a reimbursement for their travel expenses up to 300,- EUR. 

Applications: 

Potential participants include scholars who hold a first degree and/or PhD candidates who wish to benefit 
for their thesis, Post-docs and peace and reconciliation workers who wish to deepen their theoretical 
knowledge.  
The Summer School offers places for applicants of East Central European Countries and Russia; Germany 
and other European countries. Interested persons from all countries are invited to apply until 15 March 
2014 via e-mail. 

Applications should include: 

 Letter of motivation  (1 page) 

 Short description of current research project (approx. 1 page) 

 CV (including contact information) 

 Copy of certificate of current degree 

 Publication list (if applicable) 

The Jena Center for Reconciliation Studies (JCRS) was established in 2013 as part of the Theological Faculty 
of the University of Jena. Its purpose is to study the processes involved in overcoming sustained violence of 
and in societies. The past three Summer Schools, which met with great approval from the participants, 
dealt with conflict transformation and reconciliation on the African, Latin American and Asian continents, 
showing that a comparative approach offers a high degree of insight and advances our understanding of 
conflict transformation and reconciliation processes.  

Contact:  

Maria Palme (M.A.) 
Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena 
Jena Center for Reconciliation Studies - Faculty of Theology 
Fürstengraben 6 - D-07743 Jena/Deutschland 
E-mail: summerschooljena@googlemail.com 
Homepage: www.jcrs.uni-jena.de  
Phone: +49 3641 94 11 46 or +49 3641 94 11 41 

mailto:summerschooljena@googlemail.com
http://www.jcrs.uni-jena.de/

