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Aim of the course 

Climate is the primary determinant of agricultural production. Concern over the potential 

impacts of climatic change on agriculture has motivated an essential range of research. This 

course aims to make students get familiar with the possible physical impacts of climatic 

change on agriculture, that can reverse or destroy food products for particular territories. 

Furthermore, it aims to provide an overview of the connection between agriculture and 

climate while paying some specific attention to the impact of climate in local, PDO and PGI 

products, describing particular cases. 

Course outline 

The course first underlines the significance of the agri-food sector, its characteristics and his 

multifunctional role. Then, is described the important role of climate and how climate 

change can be a determinant factor that affects agricultural production, following by stating 

how agriculture needs to be adapted to that changes by adopting the “smart-agriculture”. 

Also, the lecture emphasizes at the meaning of food waste, food loss and bioeconomy, but 

simultaneously emphasizes at the positive effects of climatic elements predominating in a 

region, that can give an extra motivation for the production of products such as local, PDO 

and PGI giving a value added on them. Finally, the lecture ends with familiarization of 

students with PDO cases as a way to add value to products and regions too and gives 

consumer's perspective in the subject. 
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b) Indicative websites 

European Commission: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/index_en 

European Environment Agency: https://www.eea.europa.eu/ 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO): 

http://www.fao.org/home/en/ 

United Nations Climate Change: https://unfccc.int/ 

c) Power point presentation and class discussions 
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