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• End of a course or
academic term

• Like a final exam in 
form of an essay

• Flexible structure
(analytical essay, case
study, comparative
analysis, research-style 
report)

• Formal, structured
investigation into a 
specific question / 
problem

• New contribution
adding to existing
academic conversation

• IMRAD format
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Today‘s Topics
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• Part 1: Academic Writing
• What is academic writing?
• Literature and research
• Structure of a scientific paper
• Citation

• Part 2: Presenting
• Your experiences
• Structure
• What to watch out for
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Part 1: 
Academic Writing

Foto: Colourbox #1970
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• What is scientific work for you?

• Have you ever written a scientific paper?

Your experiences
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What is academic writing?
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• A process by which a question or problem on a specific topic is 
elaborated using defined methods, techniques, theories, etc.

• Scientific: certain principles must be followed (vgl. FB 03, 2018, 2)

• A scientific paper must be…

    … correct in content

    … complete

    … comprehensible

    … transparent & reliable

    … theory or methodology related (vgl. FB03, 2018, 2)
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How do I find scientific sources?
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JUSTfind — University Library
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/en/literature-search/justfind/justfind?set_language=en


JUSTUS-LIEBIG-UNIVERSITÄT GIESSEN

How do I find scientific sources?
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Further resources:

• Other university libraries (e.g. Marburg, Frankfurt)

• JSTOR, Researchgate, PUBMED etc.

• Google Scholar (especially for English sources)

• Bibliographies in the existing literature
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Structure of a scientific paper
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• Cover sheet

• Abstract (in theses)

• Table of contents

• Introduction (Topic)

• Main part (Methods, Results, eventually Discussion)

• Conclusion

• Bibliography

• Further directories

• Declaration of authorship
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Structure of a scientific paper – Cover sheet
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• Name/place of university

• Department

• Seminar title 

• Name of the lecturer

• Title of the work

• Specification of the semester

• Name of student

• Matriculation number

• Email address

• Home address

• Submission date
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Structure of a scientific paper – Table of contents
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• tabular outline of the contents of the academic paper with
page numbers

• provides on overview of the work

• can vary depending on your faculty
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• Aim: introduce the reader to the topic + raise interest

• Content: 

• General introduction to the topic and the relevance

• Concrete formulation of a research question

• Explanation of which findings could result from the work

• Brief explanation of the structure

Structure of a scientific paper - Introduction
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Structure of a scientific paper – Main part

14

• Goal: Show that you can work scientifically

• Reproduce theories/concepts/topics relevant to the 
independent analysis

• Only include information that is relevant to the research 
question

• May also contain a methodology section 
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Structure of a scientific paper - Conclusion
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• Summarise the results of the previous chapters

• Answer the research question

• Outlook for future research

• Expressing constructive criticism
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• Required at the end of the paper

• Alphabetical order

• All sources mentioned in the text must be listed

Structure of a scientific paper - Bibliography
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Structure of a scientific paper - Bibliography
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Example:
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Structure of a scientific paper - Further directories
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• List of figures, list of abbreviations

• Must be present if figures/tables have been used in the 
work
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Example:

III. Structure of a scientific paper



JUSTUS-LIEBIG-UNIVERSITÄT GIESSEN

Structure of a scientific paper - Declaration of 
authorship
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• Indicates that the work was written independently

• Must be signed

• Final document of a paper

• Different formulations depending on the department
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Structure of a scientific paper - Declaration of 
authorship
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Example:
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Formal design 
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• Times New Roman, font size 12 

• Arial, font size 11

• Line spacing: 1.5 
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Citation 
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Distinction between…

… direct quote:

The author assumes that „the sky is blue“ (Mustermann 2017, S. 99).

… indirect quote:

In the literature, the sky is often assumed to be blue (cf. Mustermann 2017).
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Citation 
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Quotation format

• Many different styles and standards

• Mostly depending on the department and lecturer
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Citation 
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Abkürzungen

- vgl. = vergleiche

- et al. = und andere

- ebd. = ebenda

- […] = Kürzung des Zitats

Abbreviations

- cf. = compare

- et al. = and others

- ibid. = ibid

- […] = shortening of the quote
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Citation 
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• Avoidance of plagiarism

• All quotations must be indicated

• Own texts must also be cited

• Attention! Plagiarism can have serious consequences 

for your studies: in the worst case exmatriculation
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Use of AI
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As the use of AI is rising, JLU has created own internal systems:

• Artificial Intelligence — IT Service Centre

Please ensure that you are familiar with your faculty’s 

regulations regarding the use of AI, particularly in relation to 

essays, coursework, and bachelor’s or master’s theses.
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https://www.uni-giessen.de/en/faculties/svc/it/it-service-centre/services/ai
https://www.uni-giessen.de/en/faculties/svc/it/it-service-centre/services/ai
https://www.uni-giessen.de/en/faculties/svc/it/it-service-centre/services/ai
https://www.uni-giessen.de/en/faculties/svc/it/it-service-centre/services/ai
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Part 2: Presenting
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Your experiences
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Do you have any experience presenting at school/ 
university?

Which tools did you use? 
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Structure of presentations
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• Title slide

• Introduction

• Table of contents

• Main Body

− Key concepts & findings

− Visual aids

• Conclusion

• Sources

• Questions and discussion
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What to watch out for...
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• Index cards (no reading of the cards)

• Avoid being monotonous

• Speak clearly and in a calm manner

• Be aware of your listeners
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Presenting online
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Bildschirmübertragung - Screen sharing
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Presenting online
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Screencast
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Questions?
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Links
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https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb03/institute/ifezw/prof/wb/studiumlehre/dokumente

https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/literatursuche/justfind

https://www.jstor.org/

https://www.researchgate.net/

https://scholar.google.com/

https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/zentren/zfbk/schreibzentrum

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/

https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb03/institute/ifezw/prof/wb/studiumlehre/dokumente
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb03/institute/ifezw/prof/wb/studiumlehre/dokumente
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/fb03/institute/ifezw/prof/wb/studiumlehre/dokumente
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/literatursuche/justfind
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/literatursuche/justfind
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/literatursuche/justfind
https://www.uni-giessen.de/ub/literatursuche/justfind
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/zentren/zfbk/schreibzentrum
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/zentren/zfbk/schreibzentrum
https://www.uni-giessen.de/fbz/zentren/zfbk/schreibzentrum
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/

	Folie 1: Orientation Week for  International Students
	Folie 2: Academic Survival Workshop
	Folie 3:   TERM PAPER     v/s     RESEARCH PAPER
	Folie 4:  Today‘s Topics
	Folie 5: Part 1:  Academic Writing
	Folie 6: Your experiences
	Folie 7:  What is academic writing?
	Folie 8:  How do I find scientific sources?
	Folie 9:  How do I find scientific sources?
	Folie 10: Structure of a scientific paper
	Folie 11: Structure of a scientific paper – Cover sheet  
	Folie 12:  Structure of a scientific paper – Table of contents
	Folie 13:  Structure of a scientific paper - Introduction
	Folie 14:  Structure of a scientific paper – Main part 
	Folie 15:  Structure of a scientific paper - Conclusion
	Folie 16:  Structure of a scientific paper - Bibliography
	Folie 17:  Structure of a scientific paper - Bibliography
	Folie 18:  Structure of a scientific paper - Further directories
	Folie 19: III. Structure of a scientific paper
	Folie 20:  Structure of a scientific paper - Declaration of authorship
	Folie 21:  Structure of a scientific paper - Declaration of authorship
	Folie 22:  Formal design 
	Folie 23:  Citation 
	Folie 24:  Citation 
	Folie 25:  Citation 
	Folie 26:  Citation 
	Folie 27:  Use of AI
	Folie 28
	Folie 29: Part 2: Presenting
	Folie 30: Your experiences
	Folie 31: Structure of presentations
	Folie 32: What to watch out for...
	Folie 33: Presenting online
	Folie 34: Presenting online
	Folie 35:  Questions?
	Folie 36:  Links

