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§ 1 (to § 1 of the General Regulations) 

The Master's degree programme Global Change: Ecosystem Science and Policy leads to a professionally qua-
lifica�ng degree and comprises 3 semesters. 

§ 2 (to § 2 of the General Regulations) 

The JLU Department of Biology and Chemistry (FB 08) and the School of Biology and Environmental Science at 
UCD award the academic joint degree "Master of Science" (abbreviated to "M.Sc.") a�er successful comple�on 
of the programme. 
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§ 3 (to § 4 para. 1 and 2 of the General Regulations) 

(1) For admission to the Master's degree programme Global Change: Ecosystem Science and Policy, Bachelor's 
degrees in natural sciences are recognised in: 

– Biology 
– Agricultural sciences 
– Natural or environmental sciences 

(2) The UCD Examina�on Board may recognise other degree programmes as equivalent following a case-by-case 
assessment; such programmes may be subject to specific condi�ons. 

(3) To be admited to the Master's degree programme, students must have a Bachelor's degree with at least 180 
ECTS credits and an average grade of at least 2.48 (UCD grade points, see § 26 Compara�ve grade table JLU / 
UCD) or beter. 

(4) Given that the en�re degree programme is taught in English, writen and spoken English language skills are 
required. Unless the first degree was obtained in English, applicants must provide proof of English language pro-
ficiency by means of a cer�ficate. Accepted cer�ficates are: 600 points (paper-based) and 100 points (Internet-
based) in the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or 6.5 points in the IELTS Academic Test (Interna�onal 
English Language Tes�ng System). Results to be achieved in other recognised English language assessment pro-
cedures can be found on the UCD website (htp://www.ucd.ie). 

(5) Admission numbers for the degree programme are based on UCD's admission capacity. In the event that too 
many applica�ons are received, students will be assessed and ranked according to the following criteria: 

– Final grade of the Bachelor's degree programme 
– Average grade in modules from the fields of ecology, biology, environmental law, and/or mathema�cs/ 

sta�s�cs 
– Relevant professional experience (e.g. in biology or environmental science) 
– A "leter of mo�va�on". 

In some cases, admission to the Master's programme may be made dependent on passing an entrance examina-
�on. The UCD Examina�on Board will schedule the entrance examina�on with a deadline of two weeks within six 
weeks of the applica�on deadline. The examina�on takes place before an examina�on commitee appointed by 
the board of examiners. 

In this process, the "interna�onal office" of the UCD verifies the equivalence of degrees using the UKNARIC pro-
cedure. 

§ 4 (to § 4 para. 1, sentence 2) 

In the case of § 3 para. 2, the previous degree programme must have the following subject-related profile: Broad 
scien�fic educa�on with appropriate founda�ons in biology, mathema�cs/sta�s�cs and with a recognisable focus 
on ecology or ecology-related subjects. The UCD Examina�on Board reserves the right to impose requirements 
on students to catch up on and provide evidence of missing knowledge. Proof must be provided by the end of 
the first semester. 

§ 5 (to § 6 para. 1, § 9 para. 1 and § 11 para. 1 sentence 1 of the General Regulations) 

(1) The modules of the degree programme include 
– 5 or 6 CP (all modules except the thesis module and the internship module) 3 CP in excep�onal cases 

jus�fied by the subject, 
– 30 CP (thesis module), 
– 20 CP (professional internship / work placement module). 
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(2) Content and scope of the modules are defined in the module descrip�ons (Annexe 2) and in the study pro-
gramme plan (Annexe 1). 

(3) The degree programme includes a professional internship of 20 CP according to the module descrip�on and 
Annexe 3. 

§ 6 (to § 7 of the General Regulations) 

(1) The total dura�on of the Master's degree programme is 16 months (scope of studies and examina�ons in the 
compulsory, elec�ve and op�onal modules, including prepara�on and follow-up work) and comprises 120 CP. 
Calcula�ons of the workload (working hours) are carried out according to the specifica�ons in each of the par�-
cipa�ng countries. 

(2) The degree programme usually begins in the winter semester at UCD (35 CP; 30 CP core modules, 5 CP elec�ve 
modules). This is followed by an internship module (20 CP). In the summer semester, 35 CP (29 CP core modules, 
6 CP elec�ve modules) are taken at JLU. Subsequently, the thesis module with 30 CP can be completed at JLU or 
UCD. 

(3) The prerequisite for obtaining proof of performance in seminars, prac�cals, exercises and excursions is par�-
cipa�on in all sessions of the course planned and carried out for a semester. The module descrip�on may s�pulate 
other regula�ons. 

§ 7 (to § 16 of the General Regulations) 

As an excep�on to the General Regula�ons, the board of examiners formed in accordance with the local regula-
�ons is responsible for assessments conducted in Dublin. 

§ 8 (to § 5, § 8 of the General Regulations) 

Admission to certain courses within the modules may depend on the successful comple�on of the module- rela-
ted examina�ons of the same module. This applies in par�cular if safety in a prac�cal exercise depends on suffi-
cient prior theore�cal knowledge. 

§ 9 (to § 24 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

In the elec�ve module area, the recogni�on of credits from non-subject-related courses up to 6 CP is possible 
a�er a subject consulta�on with the study coordina�on office. 

§ 10 (to § 10 para. 3 and §25 of the General Regulations) 

Forms of examina�on are writen examina�ons, exercises, oral examina�ons, presenta�ons (oral: seminar lec-
tures, writen: poster presenta�ons) or minutes resp. reports and the final thesis. The form of the examina�ons 
is specified in the respec�ve module descrip�ons (Annexe 2). The assessment of examina�ons is regulated in § 
28 and § 29 of the General Regula�ons. 

The length of an oral examina�on is a minimum of 15 minutes and a maximum of 45 minutes per exam and 
subject. 

The dura�on of a writen examina�on is a minimum of 45 minutes and a maximum of 180 minutes. 

§ 11 (to § 13 of the General Regulations) 

The degree programme can only be started at UCD each year in September. 
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§ 12 (to § 15 para. 2 of the General Regulations) 

In case of devia�on from the regular degree programme, a change of degree programme or a change of study 
loca�on and in other cases of doubt, study counselling is obligatory. 

§ 13 (to § 18 of the General Regulations) 

Students may propose examiners for the Master's thesis. This proposal should be honoured where possible, but 
does not cons�tute a claim. Confirma�on of the examiner is made by the board of examiners. 

§ 14 (to § 20 para. 3 of the General Regulations) 

All modules of the winter and summer semesters must be passed when registering for the thesis module. 

§ 15 (to § 21 of the General Regulations) 

Registra�on for the examina�ons of a module takes place automa�cally with the registra�on for this module. This 
obliges the student to take part in the examina�ons in this semester; further details are regulated in § 16. Regist-
ra�on for modules takes place no later than one week before the start of the semester. The board of examiners 
must ensure that the examina�ons can be completed within the deadlines s�pulated in these examina�on regu-
la�ons. 

§ 16 (to § 23 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

(1) Withdrawal from an examina�on a�er registra�on for the module is only possible up to half of the total at-
tendance hours specified in the module descrip�on at the latest without giving reasons. Withdrawal must be 
no�fied in wri�ng to the responsible board of examiners. This regula�on applies to a maximum of 5 modules. In 
the case of withdrawal from an examina�on without sta�ng reasons, the date of the first repeat examina�on is 
deemed to be the new examina�on date. Immediately a�er the withdrawal no�fica�on, the student must un-
dergo counselling by the module coordinator or the board of examiners. This does not affect the possibility of 
cancella�on in accordance with § 23 Para. 3 of the General Regula�ons. 

(2) (2) Students wishing to withdraw from an examina�on due to illness must provide a medical cer�ficate. The 
cer�ficate must be submited to the Examina�on Office immediately a�er the examina�on. A second withdrawal 
from the same examina�on in the same module must be documented by an official medical cer�ficate. Excep�ons 
are decided by the examina�on board upon request. 

§ 17 (to § 25 para. 2 of the General Regulations) 

An examina�on may be conducted as a group examina�on at the decision of the board of examiners. 

§ 18 (to § 26 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

The Master's thesis should demonstrate that the student is capable of working independently on a challenging 
task using scien�fic methods. 

§ 19 (to § 26 para. 4 of the General Regulations) 

The final thesis is writen in English. 

§ 20 (to § 26 para. 5 of the General Regulations) 

The topic of the thesis is issued by the board of examiners. The thesis must be completed within 16 weeks. The 
topic must be chosen in such a way that it can be completed within the set deadline. In jus�fied cases, the board 
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of examiners may extend the deadline by up to half of the processing �me, provided that the student is not 
responsible for the extension. 

§ 21 (to § 26 para. 6 of the General Regulations) 

Returning the topic of the thesis is permited once up to four weeks a�er it has been issued. A jus�fica�on to be 
submited to the board of examiners is a prerequisite for the return. A�er the return, a new topic will be issued 
immediately, the return of which is not permited. 

§ 22 (to § 28 para. 1 sentence 5 of the General Regulations) 

Writen assessment procedures for module achievements must be completed within a period of �me that allows 
students to con�nue their studies. The assessment of the last module of the degree programme must be com-
pleted within four weeks. 

§ 23 (to § 28 para. 3 of the General Regulations) 

All examina�ons within a module are graded according to the respec�ve weigh�ng in the module descrip�on. 

§ 24 (to § 29 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

(1) Modules are graded according to the grading schemes valid at the respec�ve universi�es (JLU and UCD). At 
JLU, the modules are graded according to § 29 para. 3 of the General Regula�ons. 

(2) The module "Work Placement" (20 CP) is assessed, all other modules are graded. 

§ 25 (to § 30 para. 2 sentence 2 of the General Regulations) 

The degree programme is passed if all modules specified as mandatory in the curriculum have been passed. 

§ 26 (to § 31 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

To calculate the overall grade, JLU converts the module grades into UCD grade points according to the table below. 

The overall grade is calculated by dividing the sum of the weighted grade points (grade points of each module 
mul�plied by the CP assigned to the module) by the total number of CP (100). 

Calcula�on formula for the overall grade: 

∑ (grade points UCDi ⋅ CPi ) 
Overall grade =  i 

100 
If the result of the grade calcula�on is within the interval 2.0 ≤ overall grade ≤ 2.2, the JLU score equivalent is 

5.0. Otherwise, the following conversion applies:  

Score JLU = 5 x (overall grade -2.2) + 5  

Comparison table Grades JLU / UCD: 
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Grade points JLU Grade UCD Grade points UCD  

15 A+ 4.2  

14 A 4  

13 A- 3.8  

12 B+ 3.6  

11 B 3.4  

10 B- 3.2  

9 C+ 3  

8 C 2.8  

7 C- 2.6  

6 D+ 2.4  

5 D 2.2  

 D- 2  

 

§ 27 (to § 32 of the General Regulations) 

For each student, a table is prepared in English containing the module �tles and grades (ECTS grades). The overall 
grade is shown in the transcript of records in both grading systems. 

§ 28 (to § 33 sentence 2 of the General Regulations) 

Files rela�ng to an examina�on may be accessed upon applica�on to the board of examiners within one week of 
the end of the examina�on. 

§ 29 (to § 34 para. 2 of the General Regulations) 

(1) In the event that the final module examina�on or the sum of the module-related examina�ons leads to failure 
of the module, a maximum of two repeat examina�ons are possible. 

(2) The repeat examina�ons shall take place at the end of the modules belonging to the semester and should be 
completed before the start of the following semester. The repeat examina�ons may be writen (writen examina-
�on) or oral. The type of examina�on will be announced at the beginning of the module. 

§ 30 (to § 34 para. 4 of the General Regulations) 

Examina�on dates and retake dates will be announced by the module coordinator at the latest at the beginning 
of the module. The module examina�on is carried out within the dura�on of the module. Failed module exami-
na�ons must be repeated a�er three months at the latest. In the case of proven part-�me study, the board of 
examiners shall make appropriate regula�ons. 

The module is defini�vely failed if, a�er exhaus�ng all retake op�ons, the performance has not been assessed 
with at least the grade "sufficient" in accordance with §10 of the General Regula�ons. In this case, the degree 
programme has been defini�vely failed. 

§ 31 (to § 35 para. 1 of the General Regulations) 

Candidates who have passed the Master's degree programme will receive a cer�ficate within four weeks of the 
last examina�on. The cer�ficate shall include the grades of the modules, the topic of the Master's thesis and its 
grade as well as the overall grade. Also included in the cer�ficate are the main areas of study and, at the student's 
request, the result in modules other than those prescribed (addi�onal modules) and the number of semesters 
required to complete the Master's degree programme. 
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§ 32 (to § 40of the General Regulations ) Entry into force and transitional provisions 

These regula�ons in the version of the 8th amendment resolu�on shall apply from the summer semester 2020. 
Un�l then, the previous provisions shall be applicable. 

Annexe 
Annexe 1 - Curriculum 

Annexe 2 - Module descrip�ons 
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