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This opening plenary in the conference will take a retrospective look at the origins of the world 
Englishes enterprise, the theoretical influence of Kachruvian linguistics in establishing the 
foundations of WE studies, and the specific contributions of Braj B. Kachru, Yamuna Kachru 
and Larry E. Smith. It will also discuss the establishment of the International Association for 
World Englishes (IAWE) and the World Englishes journal, examining recent trends in the field, 
as well as future prospects for research and publications in what continues to be a dynamic 
and important branch of English studies and linguistics. 
 


