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Abstract 

The sound and grammar system of English has been transmitted across the 
continents during the colonial period with both ‘native’ and ‘non-native 
varieties’ arising during this process. What is labelled ‘second-language 
English’ is a cover term for those varieties which have arisen among speakers 
with a different background language or languages, adopting English as a 
common means of communication, above all in the public domain. At the 
outset such second-language English is influenced by contact. However, the 
suprising thing is the level of common features found in so many 
second-language varieties, e.g. in the entire sub-Saharan region of Africa and 
across large swathes of South and South-East Asia. This plenary will attempt to 
identify the core of second-language English, identify the role of language 
contact and determine the communalities which can be recognised. 
 
Sources for features of second language English 
 
1) Contact with first language or languages 
2) Input from exposure to other forms of English (both ‘non-native’ and 

‘native’, scare quotes intentional, RH) 
3) Independent developments motivated by (i) internal structural features 

of the system (analogy), by (ii) acoustic and auditory properties of 
English phonology and (iii) external forces operative in speech 
community, ultimately of sociolinguistic provenance. 

4) The neglect of distinctions found in English phonology and syntax 
leading to shifts and mergers 

 
Many features are shared across a broad spectrum of varieties of English, often 
subsumed under the label ‘angloversals’. Several substitutions are also shared 
by second-language vierities which probably originate in the typological 
unusualness of certain areas of English, matters to be further discussed in the 
plenary. There will also be mention of variation and change in first-language 
varieties and consideration of possible parallels with second-language English. 
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