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What is the GSSP scholarship?
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… funded by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 

within the „Graduate School Scholarship Programme“ (GSSP)

 funder is DAAD, not the GCSC

… prospective PhD students cannot apply as individuals;

you need to be nominated by a participating graduate school.

 you apply at the GCSC; GCSC nominates you for GSSP; DAAD decides
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What does the scholarship include?

1,400 € / month (992 € before acceptance as doctoral student) for up to four years

Additional funding for 

travel allowance

payments towards health, accident and personal liability insurance

research allowance of 460 € / year

if applicable, monthly rent subsidy, family allowance, and/or subsidy for annual cost arising from a 

disability or chronic illness

A preparatory German language course
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Why should I apply?

2 scholarship applications for the ‘price’ of one

No German language requirements (=/= most other scholarships)

Financial benefits:

Subsidy for health insurance cost, additional payments as needed (e. g. rent subsidies, family allowance, 

costs related to chronic illness / disability)

Additional travel allowance for initial trip to Germany
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What are the requirements?
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Requirements are GCSC+DAAD

GCSC

2-year research track master’s with excellent marks (first or upper second 

class honours) in humanities, social sciences, cultural studies

excellent dissertation project that contributes to the GCSC’s research profile 

and can be supervised at Justus Liebig University

international research perspective and/or experience is an advantage

must not have completed a PhD previously

fluent knowledge of at least one of the GCSC’s working languages (German, English); German up to B1 must be 

acquired during the PhD
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Requirements are GCSC+DAAD

DAAD

last degree <6 years before nomination (usual exceptions apply) 

not resident in Germany >15 months prior to nomination

citizenship of / permanent residence in one of the countries listed by the DAAD

planned international research stays not >25 % of PhD time, not right at the start

particular invitation to projects that deepen the GCSC’s research profile towards a “transnational study of 

culture” – perspectives decentring, decolonising or critically expanding Western-influenced concepts and 

theories
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How does the application work?
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Applying for GCSC+GSSP

In general, follow the GCSC application procedure (first deadline 1 February 2026).

Begin by submitting the documents for the first application stage

through our online application form. 

Make sure to select „yes“ under the „GSSP“ heading:
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GSSP selection process
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When applying for both GCSC + GSSP, 
make sure that you…

… fulfill all the necessary requirements

… select the correct track in the application form

… use the DAAD template for your recommendation letters
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Further questions?

Check out our FAQ!

If you have further questions, e-mail me at gcsc-application@gcsc.uni-giessen.de.
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We look forward to

receiving your applications!
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