
Rethinking Neoclassical Realism 
(Contact: Gustav Meibauer, g.m.meibauer@lse.ac.uk) 

Thursday, 29 November 2018 London School of Economics and Political Science 
Room: TW2.9.05 (LSE Tower 2, 9th floor; Clement’s Inn) 

9:00-10:00 Breakfast 

10:05-11:30 Session I: NCR’s Roots and Trajectories 

Chair: Jennifer Sterling-Folker 
 
Michiel Foulon & Gustav Meibauer: “Neoclassical Realism and Global IR” 
Benjamin Herboth: “The Concept of Tragedy in (Neoclassical) Realism” 
Alex Reichwein: "Towards a critical and normative NCR? Morgenthau, foreign policy, and beyond" 

11:35-13:00 Session II: NCR as Theory 

Chair: Klaus Brummer 
 
Davide Fiammenghi: “Waltz’s Methodology: Ideal Types, Indirect Tests, and Laws” 
Nick Kitchen: “Type III Neoclassical Realism: A Restatement” 
Eva Michaels: “Variables, Causation, and the Constitution of Foreign Policy in Neoclassical Realism” 
Keith Smith: “Neoclassical Realism’s National Security Problem: An Identification and a Possible 
Solution” 

13:05-14:00 Lunch 

14:05-15:30 Session III: NCR and State Behavior 

Chair: James Strong 
 
Balkan Devlen: “Leaders and International Orders” 
Elena Kropatcheva: “Neoclassical Realism and Power Expansions” 
Elena Pavlova: “Russian foreign policy through the lens of neoclassical realism: the fake news 
discourse” 
Camilla Sorensen: “NCR and Rising Authoritarian States” 

15:35-16:00 Afternoon Tea 

16:05-17:30 Session IV: NCR and Strategic Choice 

Chair: Steven Lobell 
 
Linde Desmaele & Luis Simon: “The dynamics of American geostrategic prioritization” 
Tudor Onea: “Outside In: Neoclassical Realism and Grand Strategy Choices” 
Jorgen Staun: “Russian strategic culture in the Putin-era” 
Nick Ross Smith: “Small State Strategic Hedging: A Neoclassical Realist Approach” 

18:05-19:30 Armchair Session: NCR within the Discipline 
Room: PAR2.03 (Parish Hall, St Clement’s Lane) 

Moderator: Gustav Meibauer 
Discussants: Steven Lobell, Jennifer Sterling-Folker 

20:00 Workshop Dinner at “Coopers” 
50L (49 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3PF) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LSE Campus Map 

Marked with red circles:  

LSE Tower 2 (TW2); the workshop rooms are on the 9th floor (room number 9.05). TW2 is 

accessible both from Grange Court/St Clements Lane as well as from Strand. 

Parish Hall (PAR): roundtable venue. 

Restaurant “Coopers” (50L) at the corner of Portsmouth St and Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 

 


