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Chapter 9 

Towards Global Awareness of Nuclear Threat: 

Literary Responses to Nuclear Disasters in 

Christa Wolf !s Accident: A Day 1s News (1987) 

and Daniel de Roulet's You Didn 1t See 

Anything at Fukushima (2011) 

Arata Takeda 

Introduction 

I want to begin by drawing attention to an image. The sculpture shown 

in Figure 1 is located on the campus of the University of Chicago, next 

to the Joseph Regenstein Library, where I am a frequent visitor. T he 

massive bronze statue, that stands over four meters high, was created 

by the English sculptor Henry Moore (1898-1986) in 1967; 1 entitled 

Nuclear Energy, it commemorates the site of the world's first nuclear 

reactor, Chicago Pile-1 - the very location on which the first self

sustaining controlled nuclear chain reaction was realised by the team 

of the "Manhattan Project" under the direction of the Italian-born 

physicist Enrico Fermi on December 2, 1942. 

What can the sculpture evoke in the eye of the beholder? Depending 

upon the angle of viewing, its shape seems to allude to either a human 

skull, which often serves as a symbol of death, or a mushroom cloud, 

which is a two-fold euphemism in view of what it results from. There 

is nothing threatening about delicious mushroom dishes or a white 

cotton cloud in the blue sky (we shall come back to the cloud later 

on). Is it man's drive for self-preservation that leads us to call dread

ful things by harmless names? Or is it the language itself that fails, 

or even refuses, to capture these things beyond any ambiguity? The 

1 The working model of the sculpture, Atom Piece (1964-1965), is displayed at the
Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art. 


