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Section 1 Bi-national doctorates

(1) Theseregulations govern the procedure for conducting joint doctorates with foreignfaculties or universities
(bi-national doctorates/cotutelle proceedings). The provisions of the doctoral degree regulations of Justus
Liebig University, Giessen apply in addition, unless otherwise stipulated in the following paragraphs.

(2) Upon successful completion of a bi-national doctorate, the doctoral candidate shall be entitled to use either
the German doctoral degree or the foreign doctoral degreein the Federal Republic of Germany and in the
other country participating inthe bi-national doctorate.

Either of the two doctoral degrees may also be used in third countries, provided that the use of foreign
doctoral degrees is permissible in the third country.

(3) A bi-national doctorate does not entitle the holder to a double doctoral degree.

The doctoral degree holderis free to change his or her decision atany timeastowhich of the two doctoral
degrees heor shewishesto use.

Section 2 Cotutelle agreement

(1) A bi-national doctorateis carried out on the basis of a written cotutelle agreement between Justus Liebig
University, Giessen and the participating foreign institution for the individualdoctoral project in accordance
with the attached model agreement (Annex 1).

The cotutelleagreementis concluded by the chairperson of the competent doctoral committee and requires
the approvalofthe presidentin addition to the agreement of the res pective office of the dean.

In particular, the agreement must s pecify the leading institution, name the supervisors, specify the language of
the dissertation and disputation, and specify the requirements for proof of language s kills. Furthermore,
provisions must be made for residence at the participating universities and the conduct of the oral
examination.

If academicachievements are required of the doctoral candidate, their mutual recognition shall be provided for
intheagreement.

The formal requirements for the dissertation must be defined and harmonised, taking into account the
regulationsinforceatlJustus Liebig University and the foreign institution.

(2) In addition, taking into account section 3, provisions mustbe made coveringdetails of the type of joint
supervision and the form of the joint examination, where applicable, the required achievementsin the doctoral
studies, theapplicationfor admission to both institutions, the enrolmentatone of thetwo universities, the
administrative and doctoralfees incurred, the publication of the dissertation and the healthinsurance of the
applicantas well asthetravel expenses.

Section 3 Requirements

(1) A bi-national doctorate may be carriedoutin adherence to the following requirements:

1. The applicantfor a bi-national doctorate must fulfil the acceptance requirements of both the Justus
Liebig University and the participating foreign institution and provide evidence of eligibility.

2. The doctoral performance must consist of a written part (dissertation) andan oral part (disputation or
viva voce).

3. Thedissertation mustbesupervised by at |east one professor from Justus Liebig University, Giessen
and onefromtheforeign institution.

4. The oral doctoral examination (disputation or vivavoce) shallbe conducted by the leadinginstitution
with appropriate participation of the other institution.

5. The doctoral certificate must referto thejointdoctorateand makeitclear thatthe doctoral degree
awarded may only be used in the German or foreignform.
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Section 4 Language

(1) The dissertation mayalso be written in alanguage other than German or English —with the consent of both
supervisors and the Giessen doctoral committee.

(2) If the dissertation is not written in German or English, it may be submitted in another languageif a
summaryof atleast five pagesin Germanor English isincluded.

(3) The oral doctoral examination (disputationor vivavoce) is usuallyconducted inthe language of the country
inwhichitistaking place orin English. Divergent provisionsshall be included in the doctoral agreement
pursuantto section 2 (1).

Section 5 Oral doctoral examination, board of examiners

(1) The oral doctoral examination (disputation or viva voce) shallbe conducted by theleadinginstitution with
appropriate participation of the other university.

2) Ifthe oraldoctoral examination takes place atJustus Liebig University Giessen, a jointboard of examiners
shall beformed taking into accounttherelevant doctoral degree regulations.

Indoingso,

- theforeign supervisor,and
- atleastoneother researcherfromtheforeign institution

areto be appointed as examiners. The competent doctoral committee shall decide on exceptions.

Section 6 Assessment

(1) The doctoral performance shall be assessed both according to therules of therelevant Giessen doctoral
degreeregulationsandaccordingto the corresponding rules of the foreign institution.

(2) If,according to therules of one of the parties, the doctoral performanceis assessed as insufficientoverall,
the bi-national doctorate shallbe deemed to have failed.

However, the doctorate may be continued as a national proceeding by the participant whose memberson the
jointboardof examiners have positively assessed the doctoral performance.

Section 7 Doctoral certificate

(1) Once the doctorate has been successfully completed and the deposit copies (Section 8) have been
submitted, the doctoral candidate shall receive a doctoral certificate consisting of a part written in German and
a partwritten inthe national language of the foreign institution (model certificate, Annex 2) as well as an
English version.

Each partcontains the overall grade determined by the joint board of examiners.

Both parts of the certificate shall bearthe seal of the participating faculty(ies) as well as the participating
institutions.

Each partcontains areferenceto the bi-national doctorate, in particular to therightto use eitherthe German
or the foreign form of the doctoral degree.

(2) If the two grading scales for the overall grade differ from each other, therespective overall grade shall be
entered in thetwo parts of the certificate.

Inthis case, theapplicable grading scale shall be reproduced in each of the two parts of the certificate.

(3) If,according to the regulations of the foreign institution, the doctoral certificateisissued by the state alone,
a doctoral certificate of Justus Liebig University shall alsobe issued.

In this case, the foreignstate certificate and the Giessen certificate must containa note stating thateach of the
two certificates is only valid in conjunction with the other and thatthe doctoraldegreewas awarded on the
basis of a bi-national doctorate.
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(4) After receiving the two-part doctoral certificate, the doctoralcandidateis entitled to use either the German
doctoral degree or the correspondingforeign title.

The German doctoral degree acquired in compliance with theaboveregulations may beused in the Federal
Republic of Germanywithout further authorisation.

Section 8 Publication of the dissertation

The regulations of the Justus Liebig University shall apply to the publication of the dissertation, in particular to
the submission of deposit copies; this does not affect theright to usetheforeigntitle, takingintoaccount the
rules applicablein this regard.

Section 9 Withdrawal of the doctoral degree

(1) As a rule, the competent body of the leadinginstitution shall decide on the withdrawal of the doctoral
degreeawarded ina bi-national doctorate on the basis of the locallyapplicable nationallaw and afterhearing
the competent body of the other participating institution.

(2) If the competent body of the leadinginstitution withdraws the doctoral degree, thisdecision shall apply
onlytothedoctoral degree awarded by the faculty of the leading institution.

Inthis case, the two-part bi-national doctoral certificate must be withdrawn by the leading institution.

(3) The other participating institution shall be notified of the withdrawal; itshall decideonits own authority
whether the doctoral degreeit has awarded shall alsobe withdrawn.

(4) If the participating institution has grounds justifying theinitiation of withdrawal proceedings, it shall
requesttheleadinginstitution to initiate such proceedings, statingthe relevant grounds for suspicion.

If the leading institution does not comply with this request, the participating i nstitution may initiate withdrawal
proceedings underits own authority.

Subsections 2 and 3 shall apply accordingly.

Section 10 Entry into force

These by-laws shall enter into force on the day following their publicationin the Memoranda of Justus Liebig
University, Giessen (MUG); atthe same time, the By-laws of Justus Liebig University, Giessen for Bi-national
Doctorates of 07 June 2006 shall ceaseto bein force.

Prof. Dr Joybrato Mukherjee
(President)




