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Global challenges such as war, climate change, poverty and inequality are
overwhelming nation-states and today’s international institutions. Doing the right thing
requires more than having the right policies; it requires having the right political
structures to implement them. Achieving a peaceful, just and sustainable world
civilization requires an evolutionary leap forward towards a federal global government.
The creation of a democratic world parliament is the centerpiece of this project. This
book describes the history, today’s relevance and future implementation of this
monumental idea.
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Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil
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Book
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Oil is a curse, it is often said, that condemns the countries producing it to an existence
defined by war, corruption and enormous inequality. Carbon Democracy tells a more
complex story, arguing that no nation escapes the political consequences of our



collective dependence on oil. It shapes the body politic both in regions such as the
Middle East, which rely upon revenues from oil production, and in the places that have
the greatest demand for energy. Timothy Mitchell begins with the history of coal
power to tell a radical new story about the rise of democracy. Coal was a source of
energy so open to disruption that oligarchies in the West became vulnerable for the
first time to mass demands for democracy. In the mid-twentieth century, however, the
development of cheap and abundant energy from oil, most notably from the Middle
East, offered a means to reduce this vulnerability to democratic pressures. The
abundance of oil made it possible for the first time in history to reorganize political life
around the management of something now called “the economy” and the promise of its
infinite growth. The politics of the West became dependent on an undemocratic Middle
East. In the twenty-first century, the oil-based forms of modern democratic politics
have become unsustainable. Foreign intervention and military rule are faltering in the
Middle East, while governments everywhere appear incapable of addressing the crises
that threaten to end the age of carbon democracy—the disappearance of cheap energy
and the carbon-fuelled collapse of the ecological order. In making the production of
energy the central force shaping the democratic age, Carbon Democracy rethinks the
history of energy, the politics of nature, the theory of democracy, and the place of the
Middle East in our common world.
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Book

Paul R. Rosenbaum

A nontechnical guide to the basic ideas of modern causal inference, with illustrations
from health, the economy, and public policy. Which of two antiviral drugs does the
most to save people infected with Ebola virus? Does a daily glass of wine prolong or
shorten life? Does winning the lottery make you more or less likely to go bankrupt?
How do you identify genes that cause disease? Do unions raise wages? Do some
antibiotics have lethal side effects? Does the Earned Income Tax Credit help people
enter the workforce? Causal Inference provides a brief and nontechnical introduction
to randomized experiments, propensity scores, natural experiments, instrumental
variables, sensitivity analysis, and quasi-experimental devices. Ideas are illustrated
with examples from medicine, epidemiology, economics and business, the social
sciences, and public policy.
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Claudia Landwehr
Thomas Saalfeld
Armin Schifer

"In the past two decades, democratic institutions have faced a crisis of representation.
From authoritarian backsliding in countries with recent democratic transformations, to
severe challenges to established liberal democracies, the meaning of political
representation and whether and when it succeeds has become highly debated. In
response to an increasingly fraught political climate, Contested Representation brings
together scholars from across the United States and Europe to critically assess the
performance of representative institutions in Europe and North America. Taking an
interdisciplinary, comparative approach, this book looks at the viability of electoral
institutions, the responsiveness of government to public preferences, alternative
institutions for more inclusive democracy, and the political economy of populism.
Chapters also address the broader normative question of how democratic institutions
can be adapted to new conditions and challenges. Expertly researched and exceedingly
timely, Contested Representation provides critical frameworks that highlight realistic
pathways to democratic reform"--
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Creating Political Presence: The New Politics of Democratic Representation
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For at least two centuries, democratic representation has been at the center of debate.
Should elected representatives express the views of the majority, or do they have the
discretion to interpret their constituents’ interests? How can representatives balance the
desires of their parties and their electors? What should be done to strengthen the
representation of groups that have been excluded from the political system?
Representative democracy itself remains frequently contested, regarded as incapable of
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reflecting the will of the masses, or inadequate for today’s global governance.
Recently, however, this view of democratic representation has been under attack for its
failure to capture the performative and constructive elements of the process of
representation, and a new literature more attentive to these aspects of the relationship
between representatives and the represented has arisen. In Creating Political Presence,
a diverse and international group of scholars explores the implications of such a turn.
Two broad, overlapping perspectives emerge. In the first section, the contributions
investigate how political representation relates to empowerment, either facilitating or
interfering with the capacity of citizens to develop autonomous judgment in collective
decision making. Contributions in the second section look at representation from the
perspective of inclusion, focusing on how representative relationships and claims
articulate the demands of those who are excluded or have no voice. The final section
examines political representation from a more systemic perspective, exploring its
broader environmental conditions and the way it acquires democratic legitimacy.
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Abstract For at least two centuries, democratic representation has been at the center of debate.
Should elected representatives express the views of the majority, or do they have the
discretion to interpret their constituents’ interests? How can representatives balance the
desires of their parties and their electors? What should be done to strengthen the
representation of groups that have been excluded from the political system?
Representative democracy itself remains frequently contested, regarded as incapable of
reflecting the will of the masses, or inadequate for today’s global governance.
Recently, however, this view of democratic representation has been under attack for its
failure to capture the performative and constructive elements of the process of
representation, and a new literature more attentive to these aspects of the relationship
between representatives and the represented has arisen. In Creating Political Presence,
a diverse and international group of scholars explores the implications of such a turn.
Two broad, overlapping perspectives emerge. In the first section, the contributions
investigate how political representation relates to empowerment, either facilitating or
interfering with the capacity of citizens to develop autonomous judgment in collective
decision making. Contributions in the second section look at representation from the
perspective of inclusion, focusing on how representative relationships and claims
articulate the demands of those who are excluded or have no voice. The final section
examines political representation from a more systemic perspective, exploring its
broader environmental conditions and the way it acquires democratic legitimacy.

Date 2019
Language en
Short Title Creating Political Presence
Library Catalog Panel on Planetary Thinking
Call Number 009 MD 7480 C351
Place Chicago
Publisher University of Chicago Press
ISBN 978022658853
# of Pages 368
Date Added 1/10/2023, 7:26:04 PM
Modified 1/18/2023, 3:35:06 PM

Tags:

DEMOCRACY, Political Theory, Political Science, Social Theory

Democracy and Climate Change

Item Type Book
Author Frederic Hanusch
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principles can lead governments to respond differently to climate change. The election
cycle can lead to short-termism, which often appears to be at odds with the long-term
nature of climate change, with its latency between cause and effect. However, it is
clear that some democracies deal with climate change better than others, and this book
demonstrates that overall stronger democratic qualities tend to correlate with improved
climate performance. Beginning by outlining a general concept of democratic efficacy,
the book provides an empirical analysis of the influence of the quality of democracy on
climate change performance across dozens of countries. The specific case study of
Canada’s Kyoto Protocol process is then used to explain the mechanisms of democratic
influence in depth. The wide-ranging research presented in the book opens up several
new and exciting avenues of enquiry and will be of considerable interest to researchers
with an interest in comparative politics, democracy studies and environmental policies.
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Book
Michael Saward

Democracy faces stern tests around the world in the twenty-first century. Democratic
Design argues that to respond effectively and creatively, democrats need to work with
a versatile new toolkit of concepts and institutions. The book assembles this toolkit —
the democratic design framework — through an original blend of design thinking and
democratic theory and practice. It shows how to use the framework to renew and
enliven our ideas of democracy across a range of contexts. The book explores a wide
range of institutions, from the familiar (such as parliamentary procedures) to the
innovative (such as citizens' assemblies). It underlines the importance of systemic and
contextual design, and the practical enactment of democratic values such as equality,
freedom and participation. Democratic Design shows how a comprehensive approach
to rethinking the present and future of democratic governance is possible, indeed
essential. It draws together, and moves beyond, the best of existing theories and
models by devising a new framework that is both practical and theoretically robust.
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This edited volume argues that democracy is broader and more diverse than the
dominant state-centered, modern representative democracies, to which other modes of
democracy are either presumed subordinate or ignored. The contributors seek to
overcome the standard opposition of democracy from below (participatory) and
democracy from above (representative). Rather, they argue that through differently
situated participatory and representative practices, citizens and governments can
develop democratic ways of cooperating without hegemony and subordination, and
that these relationships can be transformative. This work proposes a slow but sure,
nonviolent, eco-social and sustainable process of democratic generation and growth
with the capacity to critique and transform unjust and ecologically destructive social
systems. This volume integrates human-centric democracies into a more mutual,
interdependent and sustainable system on earth whereby everyone gains.
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Book
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José Manuel Mendes

We are living in a time when social and political authoritarianism appear to be gaining
ground around the world. This book presents the democratic practices, spaces and
processes that engage directly with the theoretical assumptions advanced by the
epistemologies of the South, summoning other contexts and empirical realities that
attest to the possibility of a renewal and deepening of democracy beyond the liberal
and representative canon, which is embedded within a world capitalist system. The
chapters in this book put forward the ideas of demodiversity, of high-intensity
democracy, of the articulation between representative democracy and participatory
democracy as well as, in certain contexts, between both these and other forms of
democratic deliberation, such as the communitarian democracy of the indigenous and
peasant communities of Africa, Latin America and Asia. The challenge undertaken in
this book is to demand utopia, imagining a post-abyssal democracy that permits the
democratizing, decolonizing, decommodifying and depatriarchalizing of social
relations. This post-abyssal democracy obliges us to satisfy the maximum definition of
democracy and not the minimum, transforming society into fields of democratization
that permeate the structural spaces of contemporary societies.
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Demophobie: muss man die direkte Demokratie fiirchten?
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Das Brexit-Votum der Briten und die Erfolge populistischer Politiker in vielen Landern
haben die Skepsis bestirkt, ob man politische Sachentscheidungen wirklich "dem
Volk" tiberlassen kann. Gertrude Liibbe-Wolff zeigt anhand zahlreicher Beispiele aus
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dem In- und Ausland, welche Vorteile die Ergdnzung unserer parlamentarischen
Demokratie durch direktdemokratische Elemente haben konnte; es kidme nur auf die
konkrete Ausgestaltung an.
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Global Burning: Rising Antidemocracy and the Climate Crisis
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"How extreme-right antidemocratic governments around the world are prioritizing
profits over citizens, stoking catastrophic wildfires, and accelerating global climate
change. Recent years have seen out-of-control wildfires rage across remote Brazilian
rainforests, densely populated California coastlines, and major cities in Australia.
What connects these separate events is more than immediate devastation and human
loss of life. In Global Burning, Eve Darian-Smith contends that using fire as a
symbolic and literal thread connecting different places around the world allows us to
better understand the parallel, and related, trends of the growth of authoritarian politics
and climate crises and their interconnected global consequences. Darian-Smith looks
deeply into each of these three cases of catastrophic wildfires and finds key similarities
in all of them. As political leaders and big business work together in the pursuit of
profits and power, anti-environmentalism has become an essential political tool
enabling the rise of extreme right governments and energizing their populist
supporters. These are the governments that deny climate science, reject environmental
protection laws, and foster exclusionary worldviews that exacerbate climate injustice.
The fires in Australia, Brazil and the United States demand acknowledgment of the
global systems of inequality that undergird them, connecting the political erosion of
liberal democracy with the corrosion of the environment. Darian-Smith argues that
these wildfires are closely linked through capitalism, colonialism, industrialization,
and resource extraction. In thinking through wildfires as environmental and political
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phenomenon, Global Burning challenges readers to confront the interlocking powers
that are ensuring our future ecological collapse"--
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Jonathan Boston

This book is about governing well for the future. It investigates the nature of, and the
conditions for, prudent long-term democratic governance in a dynamic, complex, and
uncertain world, the reasons why such governance is politically challenging, and how
such challenges can best be tackled. In particular, it addresses the problem of 'short-
termism' - or a "presentist bias' - in policy-making; that is, the risk of governments
placing undue weight on near-term considerations at the expense of a society's overall
long-term welfare. As such, the book traverses both normative and empirical issues.
The approach is primarily qualitative rather than quantitative
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How to Blow Up a Pipeline. Learning to Fight in a World on Fire
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Abstract The science on climate change has been clear for a very long time now. Yet despite
decades of appeals, mass street protests, petition campaigns, and peaceful
demonstrations, we are still facing a booming fossil fuel industry, rising seas, rising
emission levels, and a rising temperature. With the stakes so high, why haven’t we
moved beyond peaceful protest? In this lyrical manifesto, noted climate scholar (and
saboteur of SUV tires and coal mines) Andreas Malm makes an impassioned call for
the climate movement to escalate its tactics in the face of ecological collapse. We need,
he argues, to force fossil fuel extraction to stop—with our actions, with our bodies, and
by defusing and destroying its tools. We need, in short, to start blowing up some oil
pipelines. Offering a counter-history of how mass popular change has occurred, from
the democratic revolutions overthrowing dictators to the movement against apartheid
and for women’s suffrage, Malm argues that the strategic acceptance of property
destruction and violence has been the only route for revolutionary change. In a braided
narrative that moves from the forests of Germany and the streets of London to the
deserts of Iraq, Malm offers us an incisive discussion of the politics and ethics of
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pacifism and violence, democracy and social change, strategy and tactics, and a
movement compelled by both the heart and the mind. Here is how we fight in a world
on fire.
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Democracy is in crisis. As neo-Nazis, right-wing populists, and authoritarians, old and
new, stake their claims around the world, democracy faces its greatest challenge yet.
The only way to save it is to change it. Democracy as we know it is flawed. The three
pillars that divide power in liberal democracy—the executive, legislative, and
judicial—keep citizens from making decisions about policies that affect them most.
For a true democracy to flourish, argue Patrizia Nanz and Claus Leggewie, we need a
fourth pillar: the consultative. This short and accessible guide to new kind of political
engagement offers a chronicle of the political past and present—including an important
analysis of right-wing populism's recent and historic allure—and a robust analysis of
the accomplishments of protest movements and citizens' groups. With a rare optimism,
which values the wisdom of the masses over the narrow-mindedness of today's tyrants,
this guide is a modern call-to-arms for a more democratic future.
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Book

Sophia Psarra

Uta Staiger
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As political polarisation undermines confidence in the shared values and established
constitutional orders of many nations, it is imperative that we explore how parliaments
are to stay relevant and accessible to the citizens whom they serve. The rise of modern
democracies is thought to have found physical expression in the staged unity of the
parliamentary seating plan. However, the built forms alone cannot give sufficient
testimony to the exercise of power in political life. Parliament Buildings brings
together architecture, history, art history, history of political thought, sociology,
behavioural psychology, anthropology and political science to raise a host of
challenging questions. How do parliament buildings give physical form to norms and
practices, to behaviours, rituals, identities and imaginaries? How are their spatial forms
influenced by the political cultures they accommodate? What kinds of histories,
politics and morphologies do the diverse European parliaments share, and how do their
political trajectories intersect? This volume offers an eclectic exploration of the
complex nexus between architecture and politics in Europe. Including contributions
from architects who have designed or remodelled four parliament buildings in Europe,
it provides the first comparative, multi-disciplinary study of parliament buildings
across Europe and across history.
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Book

Amory Gethin

Clara Martinez-Toledano
Thomas Piketty

"Who votes for whom and why? Political Cleavages and Social Inequalities provides
the most comprehensive empirical answer to that question. The authors analyze
seventy-five years of survey data from fifty democracies, revealing the socioeconomic
correlates of partisanship, inequality, nationalism, and identity politics around the
world"--

2021

eng

Political Cleavages and Social Inequalities
Panel on Planetary Thinking
009 MF 4800 G394
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Harvard University Press
978-0-674-24842-7

642

8/8/2025, 7:11:03 PM
8/8/2025, 7:12:04 PM

History, 21st century, DEMOCRACY, 20th century, Politics, Practical, Political aspects History, Equality,

Party affiliation

Notes:



First published in French as Clivages politiques et inégalités sociales. Une étude de 50 démocraties
(1948-2020) (Paris: Les Editions du Seuil, 2021)

Political cleavages and social inequalities in fifty democracies, 1948-2020 / A. Gethin, C. Martinez-
Toledano, and T. Piketty -- Brahmin left vs merchant right: rising inequality and the changing structure of
political conflict in France, the United States, and the United Kingdom, 1948-2020 / T. Piketty -- Electoral
cleavages and socioeconomic inequality in Germany, 1949-2017 / F. Kosse and T. Piketty -- Changing
party systems, socioeconomic cleavages, and nationalism in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and
Sweden, 1956-2017 / C. Martinez-Toledano and A. Sodano -- Political cleavages, class structures, and the
politics of old and new minorities in Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, 1963-2019 / A. Gethin --
Historical political cleavages and post-crisis transformations in Italy, Spain, Portugal and Ireland,
1958-2020 / L. Bauluz, A. Gethin, C. Martinez-Toledano, and M. Morgan -- Party system transformation
and the structure of political cleavages in Austria, Belgium, the / Netherlands, and Switzerland, 1967-2019
/ C. Durrer de la Sota, A. Gethin, and C. Martinez-Toledano -- Political conflict, social inequality, and
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Book
Ananta Kumar Giri (Ed.)

Explores roots, routes, identity, social creativity, cultural regeneration and planetary
realization Rethinks ethnicity and identity and linking to a new philosophy,
anthropology and literature of global conversations Is a unique trans-disciplinary and
cross-cultural engagement with identity, social creativity and contemporary dynamics
of cultural regeneration
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The 17 essays in this volume investigate potentials for democratizing democracies.
From finding faith to reclaiming the commons, each essay aims to plant a seed, which
carries the promise of democratic potentials. Dealing with topics like planetary change,
Al, and plural knowledge systems, the book acts as an inspiration, calling for
unorthodox, compassionate, and experimental approaches. It is an invitation to
cultivate democratic futures that are as diverse, resilient, and vibrant as the socicties
they aim to serve.
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Souverane Entscheidungen: vom Werden und Vergehen der Demokratie
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Philipp Lepenies

Wie gelang in England, den USA oder in Frankreich einst der Systemwechsel zur
parlamentarischen Demokratie? Welche Griinde fiihrten ihre Befiirworter an? Und
warum vollzog sich dieser Wandel in Deutschland erst relativ spdt? Um diese Fragen
zu beantworten, befasst Philipp Lepenies sich mit Wegmarken der
Demokratiegeschichte. Zu seinen Protagonisten zdhlen die englischen Levellers, der
Amerikaner James Madison und der Franzose Abbé¢ Sieyes, Georg Forster in Mainz,
Friedrich Jucho in Frankfurt und Hugo Preuf in Weimar. Aus dem Wissen um das
Werden der Demokratie lassen sich Erkenntnisse gewinnen, die helfen, sich gegen ihr
drohendes Vergehen zu stemmen - in einer Zeit, in der sich der Souverdn immer
héufiger gegen das System entscheidet, das ihm die hochste politische Macht einrdumt
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Book
Zsuzsanna Szelényi

Hungary, once the poster-child of liberal democracy, is fast becoming an autocracy
under Viktor Orban. After winning an absolute majority in 2010, Orban launched a
series of 'reforms', fundamentally undermining the country's twenty-year, post-Cold
War liberal consensus. For supporters and foes alike, the rise and rise of Hungary's
prime minister is a vivid example of how democracy can be subverted from within.
Zsuzsanna Szelenyi, a leading member of Orban's Fidesz in its early years, has
witnessed first-hand the party's shift from liberalism to populist nationalism. Offering
an insider's account of Fidesz's evolution since its creation, she explains how the party
rose to leadership of the country under Orban and made sweeping legal, political and
economic changes to solidify its grip on power-from reining in the public media to
slashing the number of parliamentary seats. She answers a key question: why has
Orban been so successful, winning widespread support within Hungary and wielding
considerable influence in European politics? And how can Hungary's opposition party
Together, which she co-founded in 2014, work to turn the country around?
Underpinned by Szelenyi's own experiences at the heart of Hungarian politics, Tainted
Democracy offers accessible, nuanced insights into the global rise of populist
autocracy--and how it can be challenged. --
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The Crisis of Democratic Capitalism
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Abstract We are living in an age when economic failings have shaken faith in global capitalism.
Political failings have undermined trust in liberal democracy and in the very notion of
truth. The ties that ought to bind open markets to free and fair elections are being
strained and rejected, even in democracy's notional heartlands. Around the world,
democratic capitalism, which depends on the determined separation of power from
wealth, is in crisis. Some now argue that capitalism is better without democracy; others
that democracy is better without capitalism. This book is a forceful rejoinder to both
views. It analyses how the marriage between capitalism and democracy has become so
fraught and yet insists that a divorce would be an almost unimaginable calamity.
Martin Wolf, one of the wisest public voices on global affairs, argues that for all its
recent failings - slowing growth, increasing inequality, widespread popular disillusion -
democratic capitalism, though inherently fragile, remains the best system we know for
human flourishing. Capitalism and democracy are complementary opposites: they need
each other if either is to thrive. Wolf's superb exploration of their marriage shows us
how citizenship and a shared faith in the common good are not romantic slogans but
the essential foundation of our economic and political freedom.
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This book explores the deep roots of modern democracy, focusing on geography and
long-term patterns of global diffusion. Its geographic argument centers on access to the
sea, afforded by natural harbors which enhance the mobility of people, goods, capital,
and ideas. The extraordinary connectivity of harbor regions thereby affected economic
development, the structure of the military, statebuilding, and openness to the world —
and, through these pathways, the development of representative democracy. The
authors' second argument focuses on the global diffusion of representative democracy.
Beginning around 1500, Europeans started to populate distant places abroad. Where
Europeans were numerous they established some form of representative democracy,
often with restrictions limiting suffrage to those of European heritage. Where they
were in the minority, Europeans were more reticent about popular rule and often
actively resisted democratization. Where Europeans were entirely absent, the concept
of representative democracy was unfamiliar and its practice undeveloped.
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Book
Brigitte Geissel

"This book offers a new approach for the future of democracy by advocating giving
citizens the power to deliberate and to decide how to govern themselves. Innovatively
building on and integrating components of representative, deliberative and
participatory theories of democracy with empirical findings, the book provides
practices and procedures that support communities of all sizes to develop their own
visions of democracy. It re-vitalizes and re-infuses the 'democratic spirit' going back to
the roots of democracy as an endeavour by, with and for the people, and should inspire
us in our search for the democracy we want to live in. This book will be of key interest
to scholars and students in democracy, democratic innovations, deliberation, civic
education, and governance and further for policy-makers, civil society groups and
activists. It encourages us to reshape democracy based on citizens' perspectives,
aspirations, and preferences"--
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Introduction: A Visionary Thriving Democracy -- Citizens decide on how they govern themselves --
Citizens monitor continuous adaption -- Citizens' will-formation is tightly connected to decision-making --
Self-governing: citizens' preferences and competencies -- No established practice suffices to realizing self-
governing -- No existing experiment suffices to realizing self-governing -- Practices for will-formation and
decision-making -- Procedures connecting will-formation and decision-making -- Novel public agencies
and legal norms -- Conclusion: Thriving Democracies : our future

The Sciences of the Democracies

Item Type Book
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Abstract The field of democracy studies is more constricted than it needs to be, as researchers,
for all their insights, continue to study only fragments of democracy in isolation from
each other. Seeking change, The Sciences of the Democracies proposes a
groundbreaking means for holistic study, drawing on five sources of knowledge that
will provide better understanding of democracy, or rather, of ‘the democracies’. These
are: individual people, groups of people, non-textual media, texts, and non-humans.
This book details how the inclusion of these five sources across temporal, spatial,
cultural, linguistic, and species contexts leads to the discovery of democratic practices
and institutions hitherto unknown or unfamiliar to the conventional ‘Western’
perception. It promises to generate a new class of democratic theorist — the ‘Fourth
Theorist’, who theorizes from thousands of multimedial democracy concepts — and it
has the potential for generating better-founded, less arbitrary, more inclusive
democratic theories. In doing so, the book considers the philosophical, institutional,
educational, and methodological difficulties of the scientific understandings and
undertakings it proposes. The book is a choral work of many collaborating authors.
Their ambition is to offer a touchstone text for government and public officials,
citizens, residents and visitors, researchers, practitioners, and philanthropists (big and
small) participating in what is a vibrant global discussion on how to study and practice
democracy equitably.
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Book
John Keane

This compact history unspools the tumultuous global story that began with
democracy’s radical core idea: We can collaborate, as equals, to determine our own
futures. Acclaimed political thinker John Keane traces how this concept emerged and
evolved, from the earliest “assembly democracies” in Syria-Mesopotamia to European-
style “electoral democracy” and to our uncertain present. Today, thanks to our always-
on communication channels, governments answer not only to voters on Election Day
but to intense scrutiny every day. This is “monitory democracy”—in Keane’s view, the
most complex and vibrant model yet—but it’s not invulnerable. Monitory democracy
comes with its own pathologies, and the new despotism wields powerful warning
systems, from social media to election monitoring, against democracy itself. At this
urgent moment, when despots in countries such as China, Russia, Iran, and Saudi
Arabia reject the promises of democratic power-sharing, Keane mounts a bold defense
of a precious global ideal.
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Mathias Koenig-Archibugi

Can humanity achieve collective self-government in a highly interdependent world?
Catastrophic climate change, biodiversity loss, pandemics, war and displacement, the
dangers of nuclear weapons and new technologies, and persistent poverty and
inequality are among the global challenges that expose the weaknesses of existing
international institutions as well as the profound disparities of power and vulnerability
that exist among the world’s people. The Universal Republic: A Realistic Utopia?
examines whether a democratic world state is a feasible and desirable solution to the
problem of establishing effective and just governance on the planet we share. While
this question has haunted thinkers and doers for centuries, this book opens up novel
perspectives by putting the powerful methods and rich data of contemporary social
science into the service of a systematic analysis of several key dimensions of the
broader theme. The first part shows why a democratic world state—a universal
republic—is possible: why it can be achieved, and how it can endure without
generating a frightful global despotism. The second part of the book shows why the
universal republic is desirable, by exploring how it can help bring under our collective
control the persistent sources of coercion, harm, and other processes that affect us
deeply across national borders. By combining insights from political philosophy and
empirical political science, this work sheds new light on a crucial question of our time:
how to bring about a more democratic world.
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deserted the metropolis and their academic jobs, traveling across Europe in search of
post-capitalist utopias. They wanted their art activism to no longer be uprooted. They
arrived at a place French politicians had declared lost to the republic, otherwise know
as the zad (the zone to defend): a messy but extraordinary canvas of commoning,
illegally occupying 4,000 acres of wetlands where an international airport was planned.
In 2018, the 40-year-long struggle snatched an incredible victory, defeating the airport
expansion project through a powerful cocktail that merged creation and resistance.
Fremeaux and Jordan blend rich eyewitness accounts with theory, inspired by a diverse
array of approaches, from neo-animism to revolutionary biology, insurrectionary
writings and radical art history. Published in collaboration with the Journal of
Aesthetics & Protest.
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The Varieties of Democracy project (V-Dem) pioneered new ways to conceptualize
and measure democracy, producing a multidimensional and disaggregated data set on
democracy around the world that is now widely used by researchers, activists, and
governments. Why Democracies Develop and Decline draws on this data to present a
comprehensive overview and rigorous empirical tests of the factors that contribute to
democratization and democratic decline, looking at economic, social, institutional,
geographic, and international factors. It is the most authoritative and encompassing
empirical analysis of the causes of democratization and reversals. The volume also
proposes a comprehensive theoretical framework and presents an up-to-date
description of global democratic developments from the French Revolution to the
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present. Each chapter leverages the specialized expertise of its authors, yet their
sustained collaboration lends the book an unusually unified approach and a coherent
theory and narrative.
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