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BERLIN'S

IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY




7. Die “Grenze als literarische
Kategorie” oder Bilder einer geteil-
ten Stadt in der deutschen Literatur
nach dem Mauerbau

Carsten Gansel

In view of the presentation of Berlin as a setting this article deals with cul-
ture related considerations which place Berlin in the context of city devel-
opments like the emerging “Berlin-novels.” This will be accomplished by
examining the significance of the concept of spatiality in fictional texts and
its discussion within narrational models. Uwe Johnson’s vssay “Berlin City
Railway {obsolete)” will be re-discussed in the sceond part of the article. It
will also be shown why the author argued that when it comes to the literary
presentation of the “tocality Berlin® one cannot avoid considering its partic-
ularities because “the border among both svstems, according to which one
van live in the world today” runs through Berlin. I will be demonstrated to
what extent the border between Berlin's districts falls inta the state of a “lit-
crary category.” In the third part of the contribution, exemplary selected
aspects of the Berlin-presentation from GDR authors after the construction of
the wall from August 1961 wilt be examined. In doing so, specific character-
istics of the action and “symbal system” literature should also be recorded.

Ausgehend von der Bedeutung der Raumdarstellung in fiktionalen Texten
und seiner Diskussion im Rahmen narratologischer Modelle wird in
Hinblick auf die Inszenicrung von Berlin als Schauplatz von kulturwissen-
schaftlich mativierten Uberlegungen ausgegangen, die Berlin in den
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